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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
RECORDS DISCLOSURE COVER SHEET 
FOI/PA BRANCH 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

Subject of Request; Woodrow Wilson Guthris 
FOIPA No. 76 f 01 0 /190- 


Mr. Alan J. Weberman 

Independent Research Associates ,, 

6 Bleecker Street UL l 2 7 198Q 

New York, New York 10012 


Dear Mr • Weberman : 


I 


Enclosed are copies of documents from our files. Where noted on the enclosed 
documents, excisions have been made in order to protect materials which are exempted 
from disclosure by the following subsections of Title 5, United States Code, Section 
552 and Section 552a. The exemption number (s) indicated by a mark appearing in the 
block to the left of the subsection cited constitutes the authority for withholding 
the deleted material. (See Form 4-694a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemp- 
tions) . You will note that whenever page(s) have been withheld in their entirety 
a sheet has been substituted listing the number of page(s) , the identity of their 
location within the file, and exemptions under which they were withheld. When a 
deletion is made from the enclosed pages, the appropriate subsection exempting that 
information is noted opposite the deletion. 


Section 552 


EH 

(b) 

(1) 

□ 

(b) 

(7) 

□ 

(b) 

(2) 

□ 

(b) 

(7) 

GD 

(b) 

(3) 


(b) 

(7) 

□ 

(b) 

(4) 

m 

(b) 

(7) 

□ 

(b) 

(5) 


(b) 

(7) 

S3 

(b) 

(6) 

CD 

(b) 

(7) 




CD 

(b) 

(8) 




CD 

(b) 

(9) 


123 

Pursuant to your request, 

withheld in their entirety. 


Section 552a 


(A) 

CD 

<d) 

(5) 

(B) 

CD 

(j) 

(2) 

(C) 

CD 

(k) 

(1) 

(D) 

CD 

(k) 

(2) 

(E) 

□ 

(k) 

(3) 

(F) 

□ 

(k) 

(4) 


□ 

(k) 

(5) 


□ 

(k) 

(6) 


□ 

(k) 

(7) 


8 

pages were reviewed and pages were 


The decision to withhold exempt portions of our records is the responsibility 
of William H. Webster, Director of the FBI. 

lx 1 Unless noted and explained, a search of references to the subject of your 
request in the files of other individuals or organizations, i.e., "see" references, 
was not undertaken. To verify most "see" references requires information identifying 
the individual ( s) and/or organization ( s) with whom the subject of your request associated 
and the time frame of the association ( s) . Should you desire a search of "see" references, 
please advise of the details describing the specific incident or occurrence and 
time frame. Thereafter, efforts will be made to locate, retrieve and process any 
such record. 
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Mr . Alan J . Weberman 


The enclosed documents have been placed on filebacks 
for your convenience. 

You are receiving 109 pages. The amount of 
$10.90 has been deducted from your account. 

During the course of reviewing the documents we 
surfaced information which originated with the Department 
of the Interior. A one page document was referred to 
Interior for direct response to you. A document consisting 
of six pages was referred to Army Intelligence. They withheld 
the document in its entirety citing (b) (1) , (b) (7) (D) and 

(b) (7) (E) for the withholding. You have the right to appeal 
this decision to the Secretary of the Army. The appeal should 
be forwarded to : 


Freedom of Information/Privacy Office 

U. S. Army Intelligence and Security Command 

Attn: IACSF-FI 

Fort Meade, Maryland 20755 

These six pages are not included in the total of 
withheld pages as they were not withheld by the FBI. • 

An FBI "rap sheet" has been withheld pursuant to 
(b) (3) , Title 28, United States Code, Section 534, and 
(b) (6) . 



United States Department of the Interior 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 


OCT 24 1980 


Mr. A. J. Weberman 
Independent Research Associates 
6 Bleecker Street 
New York, New York 10012 

Dear Mr. Weberman: 

The Department of Justice has asked that we respond to your December 23, 
1978 FOIA request pertaining to a letter originated in this Department. 

Enclosed is a copy of the July 30, 1941 letter in question. 


Sincerely 



Director of Administrative Services 


Enclosure 


r UNITED STATED 

DEPARTMENT OF THEZrfzzZjV 

WASHINGTON 


io 


July SO, 194 1 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


1 :•? 

| ' 5 

* • 


Secretary Ickec has received a letter from Matthew F. 
McGuire, The Assistant to the Attorney General, in' v.hich he 
states '"that the Federal Bureau of Investigation /.as received 
information that T.-oodrov, YwMjuthrie, said to be' employed by 
the Department of the Interior, is a member of the Communist 
Party. Mr. Guthrie is reported to be on the West Coast at ; 
the present time, engaged in the making of a motion picture., 
for the Department of the Interior. 

Our records disclose that Mr. Guthrie was employed by - ^ •* 
the Bonneville Power Administration as an information con- 
sultant at Portland, Oregon, on May 15, 194.1, for a period 
not to exceed 50 days, and that his services -were terminated, 
effective June 15, 1941. 

In view of. the fact that Mr. Guthrie is no longer an 
employee of this Department, no investigation is recucsted, 
and we are referring the matter to you for such further acts on 
as you may deem desirable. 


Sincerely yours. 




First Assistant Secretary. 
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' ;‘I Olfc,--,,,, SAC, Little Rock. , i 

v§' 

. •> Director, FBI 

» » • 7 

♦ W ^ 

WOODROF, uILSON GUTHRIE 

■ '-'v 1 


Juno 28, 1946 


EX 1 ^ 


There are attached hereto copies of a telegram I 

received at the Burea u Jun e 25, 1946, signed by ^ 

making a nonspecific 

complaint against the above-named subject and several others. 

The information contained in the telegram is 
incomplete in stating the nature of the activities complained 
of or the locatior^^h^hr^. Accordingly, you should arrange 
for an intcrviewBJdHBBT^n order to make this complaint 
sufficiently specific to conduct an investigation if that is 
indicated. 

you nill advise the Houston Field Division and any 
other Field Division involved should your inquiry indicate that 
there is some substance to the complaint. 
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I Ur. *io. son 

Ur. 1. k. Tam.m_ 
Lr. Ciogg 

Ur, Ol'ivin 

Ur. Ladd 

Ur. Nichol s 

Ur. Rosen^ 

Ur. Tracy- 

Ur. Carson 

Ur. Er,an 

Ur. Ourr.ea 

m Ur. Harbo 

ft ur. buiCzu 

Jf, Ur. Per.i.lnhU' n_ 
m Ur. ^Uirx Tarri_ 

[t Lt. Uaaso 

A Ulsa Oandy 
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daurrau nf Jnuestxgatlart 
Umfnli States iBEpartmanf of ilusticz 

San Francisco, California 
June 9, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Yfeshington, D. C. 



Re: WOOD ROT W. GUTHRIE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Dear Sir: 

< 

'umished the following 
memorandum to the San Francisco Office dated June 2, 1941: 

n A confidential informant advises that subject 
person is a Communist. Subject is from some 
place in New York State and is driving a 1941 
Model Pontiac Sedan bearing 1940 New York license 
■" plates 2X32. Has been residing temporarily at 1 
J Oakwood Drive, Glendale, Calif*, was in Sonora, 
r .VK Calif, on or about May 13, 1941* The General 
V \ Motors Acceptance Corp. in New York City is said 
■ / y to be looking for subject because of his failure 
•Jh to make car payments. Was stopped by Oregon Suate 

1 Police upon entering Oregon from California on 

or about May 15, 1941, because of having 1940 
license plates on auto. Disposition of case in 
Oregon unknown. Subject said to bi. traveling . . 

about the country making a motion picture for the /' 
Department of Interior." / 

This information is being fumish.ec. to the offices 
receiving copies of this letter for wnatever action might ce 
deemed advisable. 1 


Liz 
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DCS: MR 
cc New York 
cc Buffalo 
oc Albany 
cc Portland 


jRD: . v dry \iruly ^ yours. 
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KEUORAISUK FOB }£R. HAiiHEu F, BcQUIRS 
• THE ASSISTS ? TO THE ATTORNEY GSKERAL 


'^V 


» »>’,y 


■ ... v * 


. ■« ri* ' . 


y V.r '-? Fron’ a-- confidential source, information baa 
" been furnished this Bureau that one Woodrow S' . Guthrie, 

' "'■ho is employed by the Department of the Interior, _s 
allegedly a member of the Communist* Party, 2m a - aa ~~ 
vidual is reported as being at the present time on w*.e 
■ West Coast, engaged in the making of a motion pici-u^c 
..".’■''for the Department of Interior . . •„■ ■ • 

It is requested that you advise me a- tne 
'• ' earliest possible date whether any investigation oi 
/ - this person should be 'conducted by the Federal Bureau '• 

of Investigation in. view of Public Lew r,o. 135, 77 -i 
. - /' " Congress, which directs this Bureau to unde. »a..e -i* 

• •; vestigations of employees of the Federal Government _ 

who are members of subversive organizations or who aa- 
: 6 :&%? v * vocate' the overthrow of this government.- . • 

..'■•'• ‘•Tours very truly . . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

foipa deleted page information sheet 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


□ Deleted under exemption(s) . 

material available for release to you. 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no 


of the following statements, where 


with no segregable 


reference to you or the subject of your request. 


| — | information pertained only to a third party. Your name is 


is listed in the title only. 




ocument(s)^^natingwith following 


Page(s) referred for consultation to t he following originated with them. You will 

^^vised^oFavail ability upon reto^fthT^terial to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the 


following reason(s): 


| i For your information; 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

too 'A3111S-3- — 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) 

&no duplication fee 
X FOR THIS PAGE 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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October 17^ 1341 


.Special Agent In Charge 
/San Francisco, California' 


: £Et ‘ XfOOSROZ \'i„ GUIHIRIS 
" ‘ ’* JKISE5AL SECTTSZir- C- 


- Yri^H reference to your communication of Juno S, 
1341, in the above - capti oned matter I rdsh to advise that 
;.tli© files of the Bureau reflect "that the department of the 
Interior has addressed a letter to no stating that Aocdrorr 
V;. Guthrie was employed by the Bonnevills Power Adnini stra- 
ti on as an information consultant at Portland, Or ogern on 
Hay 15, 1941, for a period not to exceed GO days* The 
letter farther states that the subject *£ services nerc 
terminated effective June IS* ,1341* 


m 


... , It appears, therefore, that Guthrie is no lender 

eui employee .'of another Governmental agency md in the ovsnt 
'•-.the files cf your field division. reflect the desirability 
'of conduct ins 6=1 investigation into his activities and synpa- 
” thies in order to determine whether they are inimical to the. 
best interests of thia Government vou ai*c at liberty to do 


Very truly yours. 


•14 A. Tm« 

* \ ■ i i p O 

SAL* L: Ne^YOrk " 
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John Sugar Hoover 
Director 
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el>cral ©urcan of fmu'Btigatton 
Hmteii States ^Department nf Zfusticc 

ALBANY, NEK YORE 


August 14, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C* 


RE: KOODEOT; ¥.'~GUTHRIE . 

Internal Security - C 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to letter dated June 9, 1941 
from the San Francisco Office to the Bureau, a copy of 
■which was sent to thife office. < 

The New Yoric bureau of Motor Vehicles has reported 
to us that New Yorfer^ieense plate for 1940, No. XX 32 , 
covered a 1941 Pontiac Sedan, and was issued to WOODROW 
W* GUTHRIE, 115 E. Chestnut Street, Glendale, California. 

Inasmuch as the Subject is a resident of California,* 
no further investigation is being contemplated by this 
office, and the case is being considered referred upon ’ 
completion to the office of origin. 

Very truly yours. 




U/E. CLEGG 

Special Agent in Charge 
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cc San Francisco 
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L A 100-32263 


. t — . — . the ultimate purpose* or unis eroun 1 q 

S n a r ns ^ the United States during war with Russ! 


B ^ letter dated May 15, 1950 In the referenced 
the Bur f au requested that individual investigations he 
opened concerning members of this group and security index 
cards be considered. • ^ inaex 

subject ln E El F paso 1 — SqUeSt — " t0 Verlfy the reslden ^ “ 



^ Upon receipt of this verification, Los Angeles 
to this office RUC rep ° rt C0Verln S GUTHRIE'S activities known 
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Ojji'Ce Memorandum • united states government 


TO J DIREC TOR. FBI \ 

• DATE: 7/21/56 . . i 

SAC, LOS AMGSLSS/’ ^ 

- ^ WOODROE V/ILSO^^RJTHRia, was. / $ 

^ VTilson v 4mthrie) Woody / 

, ^ Gathrie., Woodie®Guthrie\ — : v _, 

‘ SECURITT MATTER - C 

4. 

ISIBHNAi%mlTY a !1... J ^ f Se SABOTAGE GROUP, 

I 

• j. , Referenced teletype directed Los Angeles to advise the B,m oa , . 

caption > of the identity of each individual thus far identified ^ 
/with the group mentioned in the referenced tele+vn- and + 1 laentifxed 

Inde, cards at the earliest possible datT The^eaTaTto^Sd t IT"' 
TosT T™ t8d ^ *"* “> ^ activities anTl^h ^ 


ascer ^^ e< 4 BBJHHL 

presently residSTat 3S>0 tannald Avenue, rSrk!^ " L i! 

and I" 11 ' 7 residence 

to the New York and TSTaTan e^l/£tT ^ be ^^d 

JRHjjld ‘ 

100-32263 

cc; New York (AM) 

El Paso • ’ 
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The Communist Party, USA, has been declared to be within the purview 
of Executive Order 9835. , N 

© 

it was announced over Radio 

Station Ka^IL, 1266 kilocycles, Los An geleff California, on a folk song I 

program, that GUTHRIE had left the Los Angeles area for El Paso, Texas, / 

and that he would subsequently go to New Orleans, Louisiana and then to 
New York City. , 

(S') 

^bdvised that he had ascertained that the I 

subject is presently residing at 3520 Mermaid Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. p 


Employment 


_ advised that, GUTHRIE is employed as a free-lance 

folk singer, song writer and has acted in various plays and has authored 
the book "Bound for Glory". 


Citizenship 


A review of the autobiography by NODDY GUTHRIE entitled "Bound 


for Glory", published by E. P. Dutton and Company, Incorporated, New York, 
in 19(43, reflects that GUTHRIE was born in Okemah, Oklahoma, in 1912. 


Background 

In the March, 19(43 issue of the magazine "New Yorker", on Page 60, 
there is a book review of the subject's book, which is a chronicle of his 
youth and his subsequent trips into western United States, "Riding the Rods". 
This reviewjjstated that -GUTHRIE "did not get along with California fruit 
growers who exploit itinerant labor, or i-fith the fascist Americans who 
were Jill set to beat up our native Japanese the day following Pearl Harbor, 
or wj&h the impresarios of the Rainbow Room who tried to hire him and his 
'guitar, or with his freight train companions who drew the 'color line', 
stuffed whi-te shirts and highly moral folk in general" . 
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The Daily People’s World is a West Coast Communist newspaper. 

The 19iU8 report of "Un-American Activities in California" , the 
report of the Joint Pact Finding Committee to the lpliB regular California 
Legislature, Sacramento, California, on Pages 3U 2 and 3^3 ^ under the heading 
of "Daily People's World", lists 128 names of individuals who are present 
or past v.Titers for the Daily People's World . Included in this list is the 
name of "WOODY:. GUTHRIE" . 

The Daily People's Rforld of March 3, 19^9* Page li, Column 3, 

■ advertises a "Cradle Will Rock" Hootenany which would welcome back WOODY 
GUTHRIE. 

The Daily People's World issue of March lii, 19k? , Page 3 , Column 
3, contains an advertisement that WOODY GUTHRIE, noted folk ballndist, would 
be among the entertainers at the Independent Progressive Party first birthday 
party, to be held March 25/ 19^9 at the Park Manor, 60? South Western Avenue, 
Los Angeles, California. 
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The Daily People's World issue of March 25, l?b9, on Page 19, 

Column 1, states that WOODY GUTHRIE, ballad singer and composer of "songs 
to grow on", would perform at the Dance Center, h62 North Western Avenue, 

Los Angeles, California, on March 26, 19^9. 

The Daily People's World issue of October 5, 1539, Page 5, Columns 
.1 to 6, contains an article by WOODY GUTHRIE date lined New York and entitled 
"Charter Records Sing for the People". An editor's note accompanying this 
rrticlevdk'scribed WOODY GUTHRIE as an old friend of the Daily People's World 
andfetated that the article announced the formation of a progressive record 
comlpny, Charter Records. The article states that GUTHRIE is an individual 
whop6tays close 'tcTthe troubles, fights and ups and downs of the trade union 
workers and he is most apt, therefore, to turn out the best "stuff" and to 
have the finest, highest type of an audience. - 


kV^r. 



unrig war with Russia 









r'- 


Complexion 
Marital Status 
Occupation 
Peculiarities 
Residence 

Former Residence 

Wife (divorced) 

Children 


Photograph 




PENDING 



.Musician , author 
'Weather-beaten face 
3520 Mermaid Avenue , 
Brooklyn, New York 
93 2^ North Lucile, 

Los Angeles, California 
Mrs. PERCY D^BAILEI, 

1(002 Bliss Street } y 
El Paso, Texas. / 
GvVENDOLYN GA DV^GUTHRIE , 

Age lli, hOO<T Bliss Street, 
El Paso, Texas; Two other 
chi3.dren, names and ages 
unknown . 

Available Los Angeles 
and New York. 
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% For .fc hs infor mation of the Bureau an d Offic es rece-i v-i nn n cony 
of this report " ’ 



The Bureau, by teletype dated July lit, 1950,' directed the Los 
Angeles Office to institute immediate individual investigations of those 
persons identified with the sabotage group and to recommend Security 
Index cards at the earliest possible date. 


For the information of the New York Office, no specific leads 
have been set out relative to the background. of the 'subject inasmuch as 
from information available to this Office it appears that GUTHRIE has been 
active in New York and in all probability is known to that Office, 
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LEAD PAGE 


NEW YORK OFFICE 


. " , At Kerr York City, New York , Will verify the subject's resident 

at 3520 TOnaid Avenue, Brooklyn, New York; will ascertain his employment 
and recommend a security Index card at the earliest possible date. 

■ . . . ^' urn i 3 h available background information rerardin" the 

suogect in order that it may be included in a subseouent report of the 
case entitled "FACTION A LIST SABOTAGE GROUP, INTERNAL SECURITY - C" . 

'EL PASO OFFICE 


, . _ i or additional information 

regarding .ho CpmmunisL Party activities of the subject in Los Angeles it 
being noted trie only reported information identifiable with the ' 

subject s activities in Los Angeles during 1939-i|0 was that he was a fo-raer 
writer for the Daily-People's World and received his mail in care of them! 

’Aill furnish any information available regarding GUTHRIE'S v'sit 
to El Paso subsequent to Day l5, 1950. 1 5 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE 

. „ AqJLos angeles, California ; Will, upon receipt of the above 

information, submit an RUC report. 
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Offic* 'Memorandum 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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Directo r, FBI 
SAG, El Faso 



DATE: August 4, 1950 


SUBJECT: ^ W00DR0E WILSON GUTHRIE, was. 

• SECJgJTY MATTER - C 

Reference is made to Los Angeles let to the 3ureau dated 6-2-50. 


1 


: o 



Reference is also made to Butel dated 7-14-50 to Los Angeles entitled 
"Factionalist Sabotage Group - Internal Security - C," Bufile 100-369268. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
on July 26 and July 27, 1950. 



To the best of the laiowledre of WOODY GUTHRIE 

had not been in El Paso, - Texas, within the past nine years for the 
purpose of visiting his children or for any other purpose. About a 
year ago WOODY GUTHRIE was residing at 3520 Ilemaid Avenue^Broohlvn, 
24, Few Yo rk, and this was the last address available 

Also about a year ago they learned that a subsequent wife 




of 'GUTHRIE) s , . MARJORIE, who also has three children by him, separated 


from him. 


WOODY GUTHRIE has some 300 records registered with ALLAN L02IACH 
Library of Music, Washington, D. C., a nd currently gets royalties f rom 
t.hp^ L For this reason, in the opinion 
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GUTHRIE r s present whereabout s would always be known to Hr. LOMACK. 

WOOD! GUTHRIE is father is CHARLES* G IJTHRIE, who was last known -to be 
emT^^^^^yohotographer in some' drug store in Oklahoma City. A 

were of the opinion that MOODY GUTHRIE J 

frequently corresponded with his father. • ' _ " 

ho leads are being suggested by the El Paso Office, since the Los 
Angeles Office by letter to the Bureau dated 7-21-50 set forth 
information indicating that as of 7-4-50 the subject was residir- at 
3520 Mermaid Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, apparently the permanent ' ’ 
address of this subject. ' 
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:f> FORM NO. 64 


Office. Memorandum • 'united states government 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: August 31, 1950 


from SAC, LOS ANGELES 


SUBJECT* WOOD ROE WIL3) N GUTHRIE, was.' /‘I 

. \ -SECURITY MATTER - C t *£ . )j\ 

f^V^Reurtel dated 7 -Hj.-50j rerep of SA^ dated ^ 

- 8-1U-50 at Los Angeles, b oth entit led FAOTIONAllSTSABOTAG^SuP: INTERNAL 

■- - SEUJRITY - Cj rerep of SA^^^^^^^Bdated ( 8~3 — 50 at Los Angeles in captioned 
• matter* 


* _ Referenced teletype requested the Los Angeles office to institute 

immediate individual investigations of those persons identified with the 
sabotage group, submit letters under the names of the persons identified 
with the group, and follow with reports re commending security index cards 
at. the earliest possible date. • . " ..... 

Referenced report in connection with the FACOTONALIST SABOTAGE GROUP 
contains all the inf oriia tA^rAjfflimL-LaALhis office at this time relative I 
-•to ' GUTHRIE ' s association i» 


i? 


, . • _ Referenced report in the captioned matter dated August 3, 19p0 

summarizes this information and reflects that GUTHRIE is presently reported 
to reside at 3520 Mermaid Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. ' 

This latter report requested the New York office to verify GUTHRIE'S" 
employment and residence in the New York City area and also advised them of 
the contents of your teletype of July lli, 1950. 

Upon receipt of the information requested of the New York office 
and verification of the subject's residence and employment in the Brookljm 
.or New York area, Los Angeles will submit an RUC report. 
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STANDARD FOAM hKX. W 


QiJiCe Memorandum • united states goveenmen 


DIRECTOR, FBI. 

iOM : SAC, LOS ANGELES . 

& ’ 

jbjecT: WOODEOE l'ttLSON_GUTHRIE, >ras . 

Woodrow Wils onDuthri e , Woodj 
Q Guthri e, Woodid^buthrie 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


DATE: OCTOBER^i9^j?5': 


Rerep SA 8/3/50 . Re El Paso letter to the Bureau 
8/4/50. Re-Dallas letter to Los Angeles 9/26/50 in the case entitled! 


lot 


Referenced report, a copy of which is enclosed 


of the DallasOffice 



naa determined that the subject was allegedly a member of the Communist ■ 
Party and vras especi al l y very active in the Communist Party in 1939 and 1940 
at Los Angeles. 

Since the date of the referenced report the only additional infor- 
mation which has come to the attention of the Los Angeles Office is that 
furnished by Hpw York letter dated July 27, 1950 
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style for the Daily Worker 


i ;**.*-> 

fur-l 


ones u 


it :us mean Tuncuxo 














1 «'ta .■'i'A - i •Vi'viju^ > v . r 1 m > -* i l^v$£*L^ M 


FEDERAI BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


_, THIS CASE ORIGINATED at LOS AEGELE3 


10C»- 8U85 "-y- 


RliPORT MADE AT 


DALLiSl TEXAS 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
MADE \ 


2-14-51 2-5-51 


■* i !f 

WOODROE t.tttj^t' ni'wro'w WAS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITf MATTER 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


VT) 



has no further information / 


concerning subjects activities 


DETAILS : 


AT BIG SPLIMG. TELLS 


informed that he has no information concerning GUTruxiE not previously 
furnished. He again went over his knowledge of GUTiitUE ' S activities but there 
was nothing of pertinence not already reported. 


REFERRED UPON CGrCPEETiOH TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


DO NOT WRITE 




FEB 17 1S5J 


l 

K ;X * ! 

' " I 


. * PRGTP^&RTY OF FBI. — This confidential report and its contents are loaded tq you by tne FBI and arc not 
$ Cfco he distributed outside of agency to which, loaned. i&— ci2oo-x u. *• covr***E»<T psi*t«nc or net 
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«^V The ^election records of the Borough of Brooklyn shosy 
.4* enrolled from 3520 Mermaid Avenue , 
iS^^BrooklyruiUs blank" 1946, American Labor Party 1948 and 1949* 

. MAR J ORIE-^GUTK RIE enrolled from the same address for, the American 

~ 7 v 1 i:- , Labor 4 . ; Par ty in 1946, 194? and 1948. 

•• v.^ri-’ ' : " • y • vy.~ 

y '.It; 'is Pip .'be not ed f " that the 'American Labor' Party was 
20 cited ’•as^af ) Oommuhi_st..front.>by'‘'the Special Conimittee on . • 'fl 
'2 r;ih^l.^Un- American- Ac tiviti : es' T Uh J March;''‘1944 *•- ' • '4 ' 
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Office HAemorandum 


0 FD-I2S 

( 10-19--49 ) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Director, EBI 

fc. 

BAG, Los Angeles 

WOODROE WILSON GUTHRIE, was 
SECURITY HATTER - C 
Bufile 100-29988) ' ■ 


date: Harch 22, 1951 


4- 


'1 


The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investi- 
gation by this office. The New York Division has verified the perma- 

nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the 

addresses listed below. The New York Division is being considered 

the new office of origin. <)sS 


Residence Address : 


Business Address: 


Apartment 1-J, iiQ Murdock Court 
Brooklyn. New York 


.*r , . 

' / 5 b 


z 

■ 4 /" ' 


Check the following applicable statements: 




X This ‘individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card* 

_ __ This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card*' 

('The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the 

Security . Index at the Seat of Government* The 

Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the 
appropriate case file number*) 

This. subject was tabbed for Detcom. 

This subject was tabbed for Comsab* 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary* 

Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. 

• A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau* 

The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of origin 
with its copies of this letter: " 


‘Security Index Cards 
Serials (specify) Report of SA^ 


S.-s’ V 
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STANS k*'*? PO*M NO. 
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Office- Niemo^ndum 


UNITED STa.DS GOVERNMENT 



SUBJECT : ' 


Director, FBI 

SAC. Los Angeles • '•_ . 

■ ' " © 

WOOD ROE WILSON GUTHRIE, -was 
SECURITY MATTER - C ' • 
■fcB.ufile 100-29988) ' 




"-7-Office 
-/-'{'of ;sa 


Enclosed is 
Origin and 


Form FD-12% reflecting New York as new 
i copy of the renort in- the captioned mati 
dated l4 j 1951 ,~ a. t'. Dallas . 


•- Since the'- submission of-’, the report of. 'SA 
'JR., 'dated August 3, 1950 > a't Los Angeles, no information has 
- come to the attention of the Los^i^^^^^Of^j^^that has not been 
‘ reported in the report of SA fl^m^HHHH^^ated. February 
24, 1951, at New York, with the exception of the below-descinbed 
.news articles. < 

•.;/ - . The New York Office was. advised by Los Angeles le tuer 

v dated February 27', '1951, of the-'syndica ted column of LEONARD 
...LYONS which appeared in the Los. Angeles Daily News on February 
3 22, 1951* LYONS writes for the* post-Hall Syndicate, Inc., 2°5 
Madison Avenue, New Yorx City 17, New York. The last paragraph-of 
this column refers to WOODY^GUTHRIE , who Is described as s hobo 
minstrel who wrote the 6 es t s elTTng ho o x , '‘""-'cund for Glory, ,! and 


is the author of the new song hit 
'Enow You.' ,r f . • • • •- y • 


Long , 


M 


The article s tates ’ that' the subject 


Been Good 


rushed 


>9 V:U. Coney . Island Hospital because, of a. ruptured appendix. 

-i b- . ■ • 

| . •' In view of the fact that' no additional information has 

7 come to the attention of the Los’ Angeles Office regarding this 
individual since his departure in 1950 from this area, no report 
Is being submitted. 

I’Cjj'v-; 

D””''"” 1 " attention is directed ¥rs -ewc, 


Bureau 


the fact that 


Security Index Card was recommended by the Los Angeles Office for 
^vythis individual, although he was affiliated with the Factionalist 
Sabotage Group, Bureau file 100-369268, in view of the subject's- 
' departure- from this .area and his subsequent residence in New 


YorlcT* RUC. 
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«w' ; York 
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no® -»-©5f.% 

(100-87247)(Etml. • ' 
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33 W ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
' HEREIN IS UN'LASS'R; 7 :'! 


'MR. 27 


'\0K CONTAIN! 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NEW YORK 


NY Fit-E nc>ioo-8724_7 
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7 A® 


ro»ort mad£ j 

NEW 


:ork 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 

!apr i o m 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


13/15,16,20, 22/51 ' 


WOODRCSHTtLSON GUTHRIE, was. 




character of case 


SECjiKlTY MATTER - C 

. i>> • 'RC;o r* . . 

'fsi'rs It * 

».L- * ’* - / ' '• . 


TSt^TT < • ^ *- ' ' - T • ■ ■ i \Tp\ t 

’ O/ir^-J rjfe J >:NG 

In ac article published in 6/l9/l/r~~'~//i? 
n-co-no of* "Daily Worker”, subject * ' 


issue of 

states he joined CP in 1936. Subject 
has been active in furnishing entertain- 
ment for CP functions. Subject on Board 
of Directors of People's Voice, 194-6 and 

194-7. ' 

CLASS. & 3XT. 

_ p _ EE AS OX - FCIU 11, !•>' ' ' ^ 

DATS OF REVIEW 6 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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£ v^DE TAILS: 
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47 9 / ? 


■COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY 






The June 19j 194-9 issue of the “Daily Worker”, 
an East Coast Communist newspaper, on pages 
3 and 12, section 2, carried an article entitled,, 
"My Constitution and Me” by WOODY GUTHRIE. This article is 
: ‘T-V /^escribed as a "true short story”. 


9 P 


1 /«.; 
7.- 


had 


.f* 


In this article, the subject states that he 
a thirty minute program over /station KFVD, Los Angeles, • 
California, in 1936. In that same year, subject was in 
Sacramento, and while there, looked in a "little bookstore 
window. This window was full of trade union books. "The 
subject bought a ten cents pocket novel. He "thought it 
read, 'Trade Union Constitution of the USA' - — ~. It did not 
say 'Trade Union Constitution of the USA', it read 'Con- 
stitution of the Soviet Union, USSR'." 
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I _ubject' then lists ..the -.following points he derived -/ 

fro* reading the t book: . m- 

P# 1 ' \ ‘ . '■* -;f ■ • '. ' . •” ' 

i (' 1 ') ; -’^ 0 ^ , ' a re r: guaranteed V job as long as yc 

.(2). s : The longer you work the longer you 11\ 

• (3)» •. Women folk and men folk are the same i 

t • the same- pay for doing the -same work. 

-3;. (i).) . • Color of your . skin can't keep you. f ron 

- ot 4 ng • : » 

; V-.-l ,v> . y. •*: -’yy-. • ;• .. •• - - 

; - C ’.'f-The,; sub ject.,.cpntinu.e s ills iarti'cl e .and . then cc 

2 °^Wv-?— with' point:' v ' d:y ; l' :.•■••• 

l 2 ■•? J® V* » v* > 1 V r -. <. - * f • ■ * * .. 

n v v #• • ' r . 4 ' • ' . c ‘ * ■ ’ V v; ' «»'*•' • • * ' 

2 2 : ■ . .- . t! t T r' \ . . ir ^ • -* 


commences 
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,4 (l5).*’ You get a few days pay .-when you get . pregnant . 

(16) . d; Every smokestack and boiler belong to trie 
; T;. -/• . Vworkhands, -. ,, . •. 

• (T7'^*I;;Every 'crqss'tie/and' rail joint belong' to the ' 

-I 3 T •?» . ; V. ■ ‘ w • ». 
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• (17-^ r .. Si ;:Every cross tie- and ..rail .joint belong' to the ' . 

-railroad hrnds^l,-., . . • ...„,. r . .. % r . ,1 

3 1 ^ l8 ^ V- 1 ' can ' get^r.ich 'with- your, sweat and .blood. . • 

;; 1 i'f '' *, '•'• " ^9) .*! •.Nobody hanging' around the .streets out of work." 

.'i ' '' '' subject continues his story and describes attending 

i -of cotton strikers" held in 'a -small church. He states 
,U^T- that -' the^lace .was. surrounded' by -'deputies, but -that he attended 
S) g . - . ail( i-. • s .^S . this'*. .me e t ing anyway v^' ,; . :, . .. - ■ . 

cJ subject states that 'he thereafter returned to "-'- '‘ ' 
Station KFVD and during his ' last few months there dedicated 'all 

I his 'songs to trade union workers.. ,r GTJTHHIE stated that he "wore 
* l^^v^hatvlittle ten-' cent blue book out, * carrying it around in iv shi^t 
'P° cket * : ' The best thing that:*- 1 did in 1936, though, was to sign 
with.^ the Communist Parity and start turning* the open nages of ^ 
some- thicker books . I .bought and gave 'away about a dozen of 
"little, blue - ( U. S., S. R. /'.Constitution books since 1936." 

■ ? L T ^ e n;Dail Y Worker" issue of August lip, 19i+l> on page .7, 

^ umns.- '2, and 3, -.carries an -article which reflects that the * 
'‘5f$%£K: subject was • one of the "Almanac '.Singers", and that the "Almanac 


' A-PB 

■m 


■tmmz 


■ (nV ' 


if 






MY 100-87247 ' ' 




'it* ■ 

W\: ■ 

»■ • 7 - 

7| W *.N . . J' * 


■w »> ->< - 

■ <rA:v r-S • 


‘peop^j^^verywhere-. This article also states that they were to'* 
siqfe for the. International Workers Order on August 16, 1941 
an dthad., sung at, the "' American’ people r s Mobilization .mass meetjaag 

ln«akl, and, ;,C.al-ifnrnia',.7on\Augus. l t...8,,-.194l*'*'- •'■l . . ’i . 

‘ '♦ " 
It • is 'noted that ./the International Workers Order has 
'been "cited by the Attorney General as coming within the purview 
•of 'Executive Order #983 5, as has the American Peace Mobilization. 
^Concerning the American People 1 s Mobilization, the May 29, 194& 
'rep'ort^of -the 'Committee*, on- Un-American Activities ,- House of • 
^Representatives /' states Three’" weeks later (after June 2l,194l) 

- Amo r* ft n‘ ’ P o ft r* o- : M( 0 *K'T 1 n 7 fl n Ti -I— a q' /-v*h ft ?UrH nrr o /h q -m om o n s A vn o -r>n o on 


Representatives /' states Three’" weeks later (after June 2l,194l) 

;Ameri can^Pe ace- "Mobiliz at ion-iHHc-was' changing . i-ts name ‘to 4 American 
jBeople* f ;.s'^Mobilization-x-^-s-. , , : :. (Attorney: General -FRANCIS BIDDLE, A . 
Congressional Record, September '24, 1942, p. 7685) • 9 * 11 


■ advised on April 23, 1949 that WOODY GUTHRIE, of Oklahom , 

■ 5 gave ; lectures at the Tom Paine School of Social Science in 

'‘KPhil'adelphia ; iin v 1942 on .-.folk" .songs, .and' music. •'■ . ;■ . . . 


' It 'is- "to be' noted’/that the' Tom Paine' School of Social' 
‘ , Science' in Philadelphia has been- cited .by the" A.ttorney General, 

.'. as .'-'coming within. .the purview of Executive Order # 9835 . ‘ 


SAS attended theW 

-•’■‘Lenin', ‘ Lincoln, Douglas Memorial Meeting held at Broad Street 
. .Mansion, In Philadelphia on February 12, 1943, under the auspices 
: >';--6ffthe -'Communist’ 'Party Central-Regi oh.- These agents advised 
b--’ that 'WOODY GUTHRIE entertained at the. meeting by singing songs.-. 


Wfcl-.-r*. 


*; V *"’• ’i#/ The Workers School of New York City was cited as . . .'- 

$7" ail "official Communist Party school” located at 35 East 12th 
yf- Street , New York City, which was also headquarters of the 
■ Communist Party. The instructors were always members of the 
y$$X:: ' ’ G onnmini st' Party. ( Cited by the Special Committee on Un-American 
y'ST:' .' Activities report’ dated March 29, 1944* 
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Uagafe,The' Dally Worker” issue of August 10, 1943, page 7, 
1 -/ 3 ',p contains an article ; .writ ten 'by the subject >iiich/..con*T 
j^heV' revf eivvof Ythe ’’’sub' j ect jsY' bo ok yrf L 5oun d " for jQ-1 pry" by''?* 
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1 3fa»qi »♦ MtTOffi W.D . • In 'this article, the subject states, • "HxKjs! GOLD’S ^ 

1 4 f r e viev . 1 . .. fg my book, 'Bound for Glory 1 , has caused me to write . 
■ fL-S^Vi-’ ’you'-this letter.- Last night I sang for the .members and friends 
•16‘fi/V of the Sea Gate (Brooklyn) Branch of the Communist Party." 

I 7 r . V ' . Th fi; subject also states that he is shipping out in' a few days 

1 SjTf r^' hs f a : me s smah ; . and-^s t at e s , ' ^1 know^l won't be afraid of the .U-boats 

-9 as \ long" as"'the'r e j;s...a whole' ••world vfull of people 'like you (HIKE _ • 

20 GOLD)' back’ there".. to .keep • ^things "'going. ’Gosh look" how- the /' •• 

2 V Daily^Worker '•randlthev- 1 Reopl'e-^s ''.World * < 


'Gosh 'look' how- the 
•ana •the '-.'.Midwest Labor' 


' keeps afloat. 


2 2 ■ • 1 -a ~~+- Ji 

2 31 
■a 24-' ; 

25'. 

2 6 A- 2' ' Office on February 8, 19 


appeared in the New York 
and .volunteer^^m^ormation concerning 
2 alleged /Communists >on- board-merchant • ship^mm# stated 
2 8 'that . he- was /acquainted with'* a?. .'number of individuals who were 

29 M 7 . all employed as. messmen on the '.Liberty ship WILLIAM B. TRAVIS, • ‘ 

2 0 : - >; .v: i :f.. v wh'ichv-was ; torpedoed. : September-, 12, 1943 *• 

" . s e men, who included WOODY 

GUTHRIE, followed the Communist -Party line in that they were 
very pro -Russian, ana advocated- racial intermarriage. 
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34 

35 


• ^ \ 4 .» > t zj** * * .> • • . ... 

2 6 .’"Daily 'Worker " -'issue 
1 - 2 , ''pagej'lj.',* .column .1, ' contains"' a ' fu] 

-* n rv - - ■ 1 r iU 4 » • n u ^ 4 a H a "W-i-r * 1-V. o *—< -> 1 V\ 4 a a L a 4— o 4— a a 


of January .7, 19 k-5, section • 
full page article by WOODY. GUTHRIE, 
This article by 'the sub ject "states how they' got seamen to w rite 
2 9 iy V'.vletters /to Congressmen about-r^iunemplcyment insurance for seamen, 
4 Q..gl..y citizenship for . alien . seamenland a G. I. bill of rights for 
ll7fy seamen”.' The subject state s-that he wrote 112 one page letters' • 
and that the total number of letters written by the seamen were 
1,029. The subject also states in, this article that they took 
up a collection to help elect V I,!?6yKAR C AN TON 1 0 , . 


42 
4 3, 
44 f 
4 51' 
4 6 
47 - ) 
4 8 ; i 
49 *- 
SO- 
5 1 -/' 
52.1 


It should be noted for several terms, prior to the 1950 
election in which he was defeated, VITO MARC AN TON 10 was the 
American _Labor_ Party Congressman from New York City. Concern- 
ing' 'TjTbe Ame'ricin”iTabor Party, '-the May 29, I 9 I 4-6 report of the 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 
states as follows: 
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“American Labor Party 


. Support of the Communist Party to the above has 

been recognized by the appointment of a Communist ** 5 
to an official position in the city government 
(Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American 
. . -Activities, report, 1938, p. 356). 

’2. - V Cited as a Communist front by the Special Committee 
’ , : on Un-American : Activities, March 29, 191]i|. 

• (pp. ij.9, 77f, •153^189). " 


The "Daily Worker" issue of May 1, 1945* page 6 
column 1, carries an article entitled, "May Day Greetings 
from Disc Company of America. Official Producers of U. S. S. E. 
Records and Official Record Producers for the French Americas 
Cultural Exchange". Among the artists listed as sending May 
Day greetings was WOODY GUTHRIE.' 1 ' 

| 

' The "Daily ’Worker" - issue of January 12, 19^7* carries 
an article by the subject entitled, "Me and Ingrid". The 
subject discusses movies and states that IrTGRlD^BERGMAN is one 
of the best, but would like to see her in "any parts as real 
or as honest as the slum picture which SYLVT#7SiDWSY did a few 
years back. The movies are sewed up too tight by our baa kers 
these days to fight or to ridicule our landlords." The 
subject also states "when the workers own and control their 
own movie sets and studios, own their theaters and radios 
then we can have real facts ■ of life played and acted for us by 
artists even more capable, more social conscious than ones 
we've got now". The subject continues by stating, "the social 
system to replace the sour blackmarket setup we've got 
will cause a finer use to be made of finer cleaner minds". 

In this article the subject discussed his background to some 
extent and states that he is married to a dance teacher, 
MARJORIE, who dances and rehearses at several dance schools; 
that he shipped for eleven months in the Merchant Marine, 
and was in the United States Army for eight months. 
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|g|$’ ;owne^vst:8ai° n ‘ WNYC * A' month' ago,' SIEGEL, director of the.' station 
^’&iCordered a;- recording by singer PAUL* ROBESON • cut from the . program 
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ALIASES 


WOODROWuU THRIE , W 0 0 Dx GUTHRIE , WOOD IE GUTHRIE 
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BA.C E SE X *- NATIVE BOR N “ NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIS T X SOCIALIST TORKERS PARTI INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) ' 

TAB. FOR DETCOM . V . TAB FOR COMSA B ' ? X _____ 

DATE OF RTRT H lQ3 - 2 PLACE OF BIRT H 0kema > Oklahoma,.,, 

RESIDENCE ADDRESS j^-9 Murdock Court, Brooklyn,' NY , v c7\ • 
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NATURE OF 
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OR BUSINESS (Specify 'from Strategic and Vital Industry 


APR 12 1951 


















.. - •• • •’ 


• FEDERAL ■ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

- v ^-v’^ •*: - ■••-•« •< •• 

£3if:^cmKb. 1 • -y \ »» . .. VV- ' ’ ** - * I Ui*5 '■*' ’ -•= •* ’ *■ 

• g - * "'Tk ;is!ca se o r j g i ^NEW ‘YORK -\^V . r . ’ -*. vv -. OC m-E no. 10 

f 5- .* RO’OtrT M^OS AT J. OATC WHEN .'. « ,.. FERIOO. FOR WHICH MADtt V RE 

made •< *v*f* - 

?.v 5 / 2 l|.; 26 /£lU 


>-55k8 



M 

I a;13 


NW 





CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER 
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iv^Texas >0*1 . Company . v 

’'> : ,GEORGE^etJTHRIE, ' living 'somewhere in Calif ornj 
; . about^ rti^ovm. ■ 4 - t‘ ■ ' . 

Present occupation: '1 Woodrow Wilson Guthrie is 
>y'anfl'e'ccs 5 >oser ©?_ music* t 

Jv : -I7v v ' Subject has no criminal record and' enjoy 
1 Okemahj“ Oklahoma, his home town. No comments 

'oxmnimisxv.or' Coramimist • sympathizer was obtained 

. :• ■ v 
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t—MAHY 'JO^EDSOM,? living in Seminole, Oklahoma .-."•* 
•address unknown. She is employed at a Drive-In Theater 
Ft* • **ln Seminole •' Her husband's name not known; however, he 

$i works in a bank in Seminole. 

vi| Brothers:' -ROX^KJTHRIE, living im Pampa, Texas - employed by 
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UNITEu STATES GOVERN 

DATE : f ' 1 u . ■? 


WOODROE WILSON GUTHRIE, was 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
(Bufile 100-29988) 


Rerep of SA dated 4/10/51, New 

A-ttached are corrected copies of page 6 of referenced 
report.' It is to be noted that paragraph 8, line 2 states "WNYC 
Screened to Bar Radio Songs"; This should read "WNYC Screened 

to Bar Red Songs". 

■ ' ’ 

Corrected copies of page 6 have been included in the 
referenced report by the NYO and the old pages distroyed. Corre< 
pages are also being furnished the Oklahoma City Division. 

No further investigation is being contemplated by the 
NYO at this time and no leads are presently outstanding in this 
case. .. 


This case is being placed 


CBC 5 JEQ 
100-87247 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4/30/52 


SECURITY MATTER - C, 


W00DRQE WILSON GUTHRIE, Was 


during 

November and December, 1951, after which 
he departed in December oft January, 1952, 
for New York City, where he was last 
reported in March, 1952. Informant 
advises subject was egocentric and did not 
in his presence express any views indica- 
tive of sympathy to the Soviet. 


JACKSONVILLE , FLORIDA 


after viewing the photograph 
of sub.lect GUTHRIE, stated that this photograph did no t bear the likeness 
of any individual that he had seen at during January or 

February, 1952. This Informant also •\aewedth^pnotographs of the three 
individuals convicted for conspiracy to' advocate the violent overthrow 
of the Government in New York City and the four persons indicted on this 
same charge, and who are not now in custody. This Informant, after viewing 


:CIAL AGENT 


2 KiandtoQ-12183) 
COPIES DESTROYE D 7 


his confidential report and its contents are loaned to you bt the FBI and are not to be 
inert distributed outside of agency to which loAed.^^^^ 
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advised thht- daring the past three months he has observed no , . 

addressed to t he subject/ care of the residence address 


The reporting A.gent viewed the photograph of V700DIE 
GUTHRIE, subject. of New York investigation, entitled as indicated in * 
this report. This photograph is th^^^ene^^^^i^^UOCTI^GUTHRIS^- 
whojwas observed at the residence 

during November and early January/ 1952, 
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very ^ifScentric and 'stated t hat he seemed most concerned about himself. 
Informant also advised that learned that GUTHRIE was 

supposed to have written a bool^nt^led, "Bound for Glory," which was 
reportedly an autobiography of GUTHRIE, and that he had written and 
also sang many labor songs. He stated also that GUTHRIE was supnosed 
to have written the recent hit, "So Long, It’s Been Good to Know You." ; 
arid that he was supp osed to be. receiving considerable earnings from 
this song described GUTHRIE to the Informant as an individual 
who hitch-^nTe^around the country with his guitar arid -seemed to be 
satisfied from his earnings as a song writer. Informant also understood 
that GUTHRIE was married , to. an individual who was a teacher . 'at; a dancing;^ 
' school' in New York, from whom ‘he’ wanted "a divorce at the present time. * 
Informant advise d that he had no other information concerning GUTHRIE, ' 
other than that jmJBHM^menticned a few days previously, that they 
heard from GUTHRIE about three or four weeks before and that GUTHRIE, 
at that time, was in New York City where he was living. 
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m, Office Memorandum • united states government 


Rector, FBI (100-29986) 


v . . DATE: . 7/29/53 


^Z^rom j MAg, New York (lOO~ 872 l|. 7 ) 

/£& £> ' 

\ SUBJECT; jf-SfigoDROE WIMON GUTHRIE,* was 

PV_ ; SK - 0 v r 


Card ujj, 


J ^-* . *k 


7^< ; .-'.- ; * The captioned individual has been the subject of a security invest!- ' 

7';./*: ; .gation by this office. The T^Ilami Division has verified the perma- 

-"/('nent presence of the subject in its division as residing- and working at the 

—V addresses listed below. The Miami Division is being considered ' . 

the new office of origin. • — - 
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Residence Address: 


-d' : : -- 

.'Business Address: 


Jacksonville , Florida 


Unknown 
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‘ \»>' 0 ; , 

Check the following applicable statements: - 

This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. 

This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card. 

(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the \ 

Security Index at the Seat of Government. The Miami -^f\- 

Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the sfO 
appropriate case file number.) Sf •/ .. 

This subject was tabbed for Detcom. , . . . - 

This subject was tabbed for Ccmsab. ' Y"\ ' ' X 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary. • i : ' • - • ; - 

Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. 

A -photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. v 

A security flash notice has-been placed with the Identification Division 


SA 


. The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of origin 
47'7v3 with its copies of this letter: ^ S]\ , 


Security I ndex Cards 
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F± of SA 


52 . of SA 
s'V# /T5-; Refgrgkof SA 
5 ^/7 .;:l.c-;RepB^' of ' SA 

l --"Re8^b of SA 


l -.Reffrt of 

1953 ’ 


r 


5,3 ? : 22i: cc : Mi ami JDivi slon (Ena^ ) ( 5 ) / 

c r ' " Summary report follows . . :‘7 

ski *[? “ JUR : P-TS ..:'- ;*dr : .y-b*'..-l. 


RECORDED - 58 ^ JUL JJ1, $ : 

New York, 2/2l|_/5l. 
New York, lj./ 10/51. 
klalioma City, 7/3/5^ 

' p « • - • 

Division (Brnfi) (5)>( 100-12183 ) 
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'BACKGROUND ' ! ,• •'..' V *>' : 
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• Dv'V'? V I rT? j.t vfi-'V 4 '* ’* v I 
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i“ : 8 ^^^^^^^^vTne^'ec r OEd's'. o f. • t h e * Bure au'r o f Vital 'Statistics, «■ > 

^i^^tclaho^^St^te^Depar'toent-^ofBrlJeiX-thViiOklab'oma^City/ 

? 0 ^^rflectra-U^tK^ecora;,of^tNe|subJeot.-'. Delay: Volume--#640 J page-,3.13v^. 4 

« h n h nma Tf i s v f ather ' was "listed as\ GHARLEY^EDWAHI);^ r . *- Vv'vl’^ 


' *r 1 ’^ v ‘ ^ ^ ‘v ' 4 . vt * - ' - -« \ '■ 

lecti'is l renortedl:v>married ti 




■ re cords of the' Regional. 'Office of the Veterans 
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n^hic^he <adyisedvhe "married .MASJOR IE^\ GREENB LATT "1^19^5 
^’2^T(rp^e^nlace :< of ^marriage was no.tVgi^ehV;? 1 The ’claim further statedr^^,;^* • 
'• 3 that T ihe had three' - children ^of^his'- marriage , who were 5 , 3 and 2ch--- ■' 

Beach Haven 'Apartment S V,^W|| 
« WA r, ^T^n-^f^Tat 2611 West 2n<j_S£ £ e et, Brooklyn, New York,- -v fcjf* 
nt-.erviewed VbviSA on hay 21, 1^53 •. She •.„;■••£ 


1 : -^afMana'gem e nit Office 'at 26^^VT^^^2n 
^•?^^^wa'stilnt erviewed ib.yiSA 'VHMHHHi 
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t' Veterans Administration records r <£. e cb ' t halfr $•* ’ fv 

^^^19j[5’|t.he subject advised he was married to MAR3Pfol5NNINGS 
<iUTHEIEW^002 Bliss Street, El Pa30, Texas. He" listed , 

GVJENDOLYN GALE GUTHRIE, CAROLYN SUE GUTHRIE, - 

and^BILLlROGERS GUTHRIE as .children ‘born of this marriage 
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^^^tip^known > cure . • He explained that the disease appears to be'; 

;• ;^g^|^nlier i t edV: noting that, it ’had b.een determined that* the subject's 
^^iv^mother had.-, died of a. mental disease which appeared '. to;, naye- been 
Huntington* s’iChorea. ^' -He said -that the disease usually -strikes" 
^ j^^ menC»lnt;th6Jit»^late rthirties^.or early f or tie sy and. .f o.llo.ws , 
^5>^^at^e^dla1^nc^patte^To^|perlods of neuro tic 'and'; ‘psycho tic*^;;.. 
^g^behayibr: • f ollowed-by^'per ibd s . of >' a pp a r e nt/c°mpl e te'’'rat idna'lit'y t 
^i'^^^Tlii.s^diaease^ls-'a ’.deteriorating disease -in-, that .periods -.of;, 

•t ^|^\ibe'ing rational get" short errand the ' periods of'' emotionaT-^ijJjh. 
^^t^yuhba.lance : get-^longer until^'the patient' is finally. a hopelessviy •* 
i^|iS|^n^ntal' ;:: -eripple 'and final ly^dles . i i-t&'r.- '^^J-90^4 




said that it was impossible to determine 


the '‘•lengthV.of. it he., .disorder -be cause there .was so., many .-.varied. ^ 
act or s involved, -butkthat-a jpatient could . live *.f r om'"'f l.vet|t o'^ r V> 


^^^^tw.enty years. 'with the -disease. • He ’said that the '.disease'’ usually 
^'^'^^mani'f e s t s^t self in the’ fortieth year and that' -most' patients'; ’ 
o^y^rhave^ succumbed by the' .-timeftheyr are 55 'or.CSO'year s ''of ? age^^'tji ' '' - 

__ - . .■.*•- . >T *«;.• 7>: : . 

stated that the clinical records 'indicate 
^^.V.t'that GUTHRIE! s case was fairly well advanced and that ' \_H( 

i’Vi^hospitalization would 'have been recommended but that because P' Km 
^vf^^the'/sub^ecf -had been a 'voluntary admission, he could not* be ’ • 
^^^/v^held without a court.. ;order; which would have had to be' applied 
/$£&*?^for-by the.' sub Ject ' s' wife .".V The’ records . indicate, that the sublac 
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Communist Party Member shi 

L* . - I.' _ _ _ _ « 


The June 19, 19^9, issue of the "Daily Worker which 
is 'the East Coast Communist newspaper. Section 2, Pages 3 and 12. 
carried an article entitled, "'“My Constitution and Me, " by WOODY 
GUTHRIE. " This article is described as a "true short - story,. "... 


/^feln this article, GUTHRIE stated, "The best thing that I did-^- 
^J^^&njgb936 though was. to sign-up 'with the C ommuni s t .Party . andi£j^: j: 

T-vrr rvnon ’nfl cra.Q of* flrimA "hhlrlrAr 1 nnlrs > ^ -T* '/TS'riiiiff.K®KV** * 
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- vs / on 'January . 25, 1950 ,.'«_denti 

f led y the ."photograph' of .the sub ject' as being .an individuaiTwho 
has ‘been closely associated with a group of -expelled Communist 
Pus^j'' members and Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln BrTzad e -v/nTT 
were’- currently meeting in Los Angeles, Calif or nia (c^Mjadvised 
that this group is nor, sabotage against tn^jnltea Star 


EISISI 


tauiuniliai 


advised -that 


!»has .attendeu • a -numoer of -meetings of' the- aforementioned 
sabotage tgroup,. but' he. ’-'is,: unable -.to recall.- .the exact- dates and 
air the meetings' the subject has attended. 
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2^^ ; ’ ■ * ,\ -.:., .. y ; v ’ ■ s. .... 

ft n lhthe. 4 »oduct s of peoples Songs, Incorporated, follow the ' ' '~ 

4 ?F.f -C onmunist '-.'Party ' line as assiduously as do the people behind the > ■• 
5 ^*- -^ organization. " 

" * 

7 /*&V V,A.y4 ^-The February 11, ,1946* issue of "Peoples Songs", ^ ... ... , 
column".! page 1, vindicate sh the. ^subject was one., of- the . singers’"— *’/ ;• 
5 first* public -'concert ^presented' by'-Peonles Songs, 'incorporated' 

2 :* / - -■•' The subject is listed as. a member of the Board of 

„ Directors in the issues of "Peoples Songs" which appear between ' 

4 *$>’- the' months of April -1946 and March 1947. 

5; - ' • **“ - ' V ■ ;■ « •' ". . ' ' 

Spanish Refugee Appeal ^ .. .. ; ,. t .... . 

It is noted that the-. Spanish Refugee Appeal' has been'-';-' 1 

^ cited ^by the Attorney General of the United States as coming " L 

3 J^^ithirih the.*’ purview: of Executive Order 9835* ‘ ' 
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ject was ; a-*membe 


the subject was a member o 


member;, of * this lodged In April ,1952 

; .v - 7 ! <• • -j/, 

y;V ’rf 1 * * • **■» ; -;■ ■ „■ , ■ a»^ s ,x •. 

■Workers" School' of New "York: City>oW'’ • 



same lodge In June 1951 
the subject was a 
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Workers School of‘New York City is -a uommumsu 
r^ora^^M3chool, which was absorbed by' the Jefferson School of 
Social- Science t. The latter -has been designated by the 
i-W' Attorney General/ of. the United ;State3 pursuant to Executive 
lMGrder,ll°450>''/ V* ■ \ >: -. ; - V' ; . > '• •.. 

“v? \* r Iv’^ .Vw ~t. \ • r" ' ; . * * 1 ; ‘ f ■ ■* * '• ■ ‘ ’ * 




•tfSii***-** C. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ; : , • 

M --’: . i.. . . v ~ r - • .... '•* 

i v- * The following is a . ‘.composite description of the 
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Ldministratioh-' records and . v 

.;• WOODROE WILS0N/7GUTHRIE 

f ’V '.Woodrow ; Wilson Guthrie . - v -yM • 

’."- "Woody” Guthrie . . ..• » 

Male ’ - ' y 

':• Wnite ■• ;. r/'ilklt-k' 

■■'"■ 41 •■ ■' ••' - 

July 14^ 1912 .-> .4. ; V * 

. okemah^'^ O k lah oma __ .- 

‘.- • box“‘263~ ’"***" * ' ■•’ • 

-Rural Route 6 • ,‘ 

Jacksonville, Florida . 
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' ' Scars and Marks 
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1 e_"y? L; ■ Pe cul iar iti e s ' ' - 
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Previous wife 
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Reddish-bro.wn' T i.'.^ 

Blue or grey . . 

Ruddy 

. May have appendectomy 
scar 

' 'Weather-beaten -face'..- ... « 

Musician /“author , . ;.. '•-"/'■•'••'■ • 

‘"free lance folk singer • 

■•'..Wife - MARJORIE GUTHRIE/v;- 
.was: Marjorie Mazia 
Mrs. Anthony Marr a v 

157-13 85 street ; v 

Queens, .Hew York. 

Mrs. PERCY Ik/^AILEY 
.4002 Bliss- Street.-.,. •-•:.• 

J ElPaso,' T^as. ■ ' 7."/’/; ••' 

; Daughters- GWENDOLYN GALE " ' ‘ 

. GUTHRIE • .'. . .... 

CAROLYN SUE GUTHRIE' / ’\ • ••;.• 

(of marriage of subject 

and Mrs. PERCIVAL BAILEY) .-, * . 

Son - BILL ROGERS GUTHRIE. -...•' 

(of marriage of subject 

• and 'Mrs. PERCIVAL BAILEY)-... .' 

Subject has three other .... -.- 

children, by present wife, ■ /. ;/ 

• whose ages were 5^3> aita 2 . 

in 1952. These are residing 
with their mother at 
157-13 85 Street, Queens,/ 

New York. 

; Father - CHARLEY EDWARD 
GUTHRIE, living in Oklahoma ' •. •-'•• 
City, Oklahoma, 1951 : • 4 

Sister - MARY JS^EDSON, r eroding 
in Seminole, ’ Oklahoma U?ixy&,xfi7'** > 

• in 1951- -.,X " “"<’7 

Brothers - RQYyGUTHRIE, 
reslding/in pampa, Texas. ^ 

. GEORGE/BUTHRIE, residing 
. -in CarlifprjaiEL-in 195 1 - • • ' ^ 

. American . ,> j . -jiff' .a . . 
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i^^MI^^Caentiflcation All from files of. 

: Veterans Administration, 

<L6^'v '" Army Serial Number 422-346-34 

j .,V Vi Veterans Claim Number •' t C-157-9o7-99 

Social,. 'Security. Number;/';^:' 7 . .547-12-4009. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

For the informati 
receiving a copy of this 
associated with GUTHRIE; 
he personally has 



and offices 
were closely 
advised that 
statement 
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Report SA New York 

Report of SA Los Angeles. 

Letter from SAC, El mTCsAC, N.Y., 2/15/50 
Tetter from SAC Miami to SAC, NY, 7/13/50. t ^ 
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STANDARD f*V IM NO. 6A 


Office Memorandum • united states gotwmen^ 


Director * FBI (100-29968) +;S>\ , 9/30/&3 f $0^ 

C.'>' /•( / . *r / 4 .*••■■■ 


SAC, Los Angeles ’(100-32263) 


WOODROE WILSON'GXJTHRIE, was. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

Re Miami letter to Bureau dated 9/9/53 
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(3-4-52) 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


T0 Iffi J£y7® ctor > ^BI (100-29988) 

JO PR0H'-^6AC > Miami (10^-12183) 

*2 subject: ? W00DR0E WILSON GUTHRIE, was, 
-V , - SECURITY MATTER - C 

ipy — 
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16 


DATE: 


October 1A, 19- 


Card U.T.O, 
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The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investi- 
gation by this office. The Los Anp-eles Division has verified the perma- 
nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the 
addresses listed below. The Los Antreles Division is being considered 
the new office of origin. ■ 


Business Address: 



Tonane:a. California 
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Unemployed 
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Check the following applicable statements: 
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JL 




T.o r An re 3 c.-: ( ( ^ 

3ve and the . 
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X This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. 

X This Individual is the subject of a Security Index Card. 

(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the 
Security Index at th« Seat of Government. The 
Division should affix the addresses reflected above 
appropriate case file number. ) 

This subject was tabbed for Detcom. 

This subject was tabbed for Comsab. ' y 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary. - 
Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. - : 

A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. > 

A_j? 9 curl ty_. flash notice has-been placed with the Identification Division. 
4 6 The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of origin 
4 7 with its copies of this letter: 
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Security Index Cards 
Photograph of subject 
Serials (specify 
Report of SA 
Report of_J5A 
Summary report of SA 
Identification record 
FBI #3673601 
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Los Anreles D ivision (Encs) (100-32263 ) ( REGISTERED ) 
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Heidelberg, Germany 
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VIA ARMY COURIER 



March 19, 1954 
Director, FBI 

Liaison Representative, Heidelberg ( 100-0) 

Subject: VOODY and ANNEKff^UTHRIE '' ■ 

" ~ r Box 673 , Topanga, California 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGEIN FORMATION SHEET 


Pagegs) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, wherp 
indicated, explain this deletion. : 


□ Deleted under exemption(s) 

material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


I I Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

I I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

DocumenUs) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

^ , was/were forwarded^to them for direct respons^So you. 

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

_ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


1 1 For your information: 


The following number is to be used for refcre 

too - Z99 87-31. J3u 


lg these pages: 




xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

x DELETED PAGE(S) 
XNO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXCOOnOOQDDLXXXXXXXX 
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XXXXXX 
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FROM 


SUBJECT : 


RECTOR, FBI (100.25988) 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-32263) 


WOCDROE WILSON GUTHRIE, was 

Security Matter - C 

Office of Origin: Los Angeles 

Re summary report of Sa{ 


DATE: March 2k, 1 95k . 



dated 9/11/53 at New York, 


As of 1/5 /5k, subject continued to reside at Box 673> Skyline 
'Drive, Topanga, California, and was unemployed. 

• No additional information has been received regarding any Communist 
activities on the. part of subject since referenced summary report which con- 
tains previous information available in the Los Angeles files. 

vj n view of subject's reported CP membership as late as l/5l> he 
is being retained on the Los Angeles Security Index. 

One copy of referenced summary report was furnished this office 
by the Miami Office when that office submitted FD— 128 dated 10/1I./53. It 
is noted that at the date of this report, the New York Office was awaiting 
documentation requested of the Los Angeles Office, in order to complete 
the administrative pages of this report. The necessary documentation was 
furnished the New York Office by letter dated ll/23/53> however, amended 
administrative pages have never been received. 

New York is requested to submit the necessary amended pages to 
'this report "upoiTThe receipt of which this case will be closed' In" this 
office* 
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CC: NewJCpfffc ( 100-3 72ii7) 
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UNITED ..STATES ' DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


*‘V AIRTEL 


tiMh/xXSC TOR, FBI (100-29988) A- ; r , //•’. ■ ' /. P 

r P^M :; V -' '' ’ Ct> •:•'■ ■ 

• : 9 -;/-'W00DR0E WILSON GUTHRIE , .WAS., SM-C. RE REPORT- SA : 


1 Transmi^othe following message to: 

ul|p'^w» f ^ •". 'i-i' • 

-.^■l^l^^^xs^ANGELES <% . v '. ‘ 3-5/25/54 
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I Mr. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-29988) 
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1 9 ■^?. ; 
2 0 

21.. . 

2 2 3‘' 


SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, ..FIFTY-THREE AT NEW YORK AND RE . 


-.'THREE AND MARQH. TWENTY-FgUR. .LAST^W NEW YORK f LEASE COMPLY- 
>7 3 WITH MY REQUEST AS SET OUT IN LAST REFERENCED LETTER ; 

' - A “ • ■, ■ . - ‘ * 


;* ,» ANGLES . LETTERS TO NEW YORK NOVEMBER TWENTY -THREE , FIFTY- - 
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7 / * . 21 : rector, FBI ( 100 - 29955 ) dsse: u /- /- 

(/ . . u n/ 7 - 

^P M ' O^C- New York (100-87247).'.- • CONI^ENTIAL ‘ * '*V " 
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i /: *1 >V ; .,.. : - y-‘. •• ' : . ' '/A 

^MS/2S/Sk. ' V .? e - L ° S . A n e® le S • Air- 1 e l ; ^t o Director and ’NY,, dated, . 

4:,,pa'ge s"l5;^and C 16 ' ?pf . NY^epor t . ^^'dedV 

v dated.., ■ 


f0r ^^felas'.is.one copy -each «>fi amende d -■ 
,.;rUP a S®s_ 'J-p ana ; Ibj. ol .same report,.; .*>i ;• ■■ .-.• »« - ; •• ■ .' V ■.■•■> *.; 
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FD-122 

( 1 - 2 - 61 ) 


Office ' IS/lemorandum • united states government 
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1 >2 4 

‘25 NAME 
26 


ALIASES 


lirector, FBI (100-29988) 


DATE: Au.-ust 12., 19' 


: '$5 AC, Los Angeles (100-32263) 
SUBJECT: • W00DR0E WILSON^ GUTHRIE was. 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Card U.T.D, 


It is recommended that a Security Index Cara be prepared on thf 
above-captioned individual. . / 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows : (Specify change only) 




ME < ® 


NATIVE BORN 


NATURALIZED 


COMMUNIST 


SOCIALIST WOHCERS PARTY 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM 


DATE OF BIRTH' 


TAB FOR COMSAB 


ALIEN 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address ) 


nknot 


NATURE' OF INDUSTRY* OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 

/ . ft J 







DATT WH0J 


9 - 14-54 



WOODROE WILSON 'GOTHRIE, vas. 
'oj V ^ Voodrov WHsorf^uthrie, Woody 
^yTt^ Guthrle , Woodle -Guthrie 


eras. 


He stayed at the hone of 



ho vas going to Nev York 






advised as follows 


. * The subject's children/ residing with subject's ex-wife , : " / 

D* BAXLEX, El T&so are as follows: . . '* ?<£*:«** 

««c»f ‘ut'o.s 1 o^' . - — r " 


r.* 


— /•• •:««. -JULO— >- j i M 
Bruno** "- i>~ . £ 7 . S’S.-^sHC . !* i‘ ! ..u 



BE DISTtlBUTED OUTSIDE OF 














^£'' i rBIIX r I^ERS%tofflIE, ftgeJL5. ' • s, ■'j- 1 ' '"' '*" ' • ’*•*’'•’.* 

^^^p^cwoLm snsrowmEE, -. age u . •!':>' . •• - 

-I -^Another :daughter born to the subject and Mr^. BAILEY, 

. - , _ — — — » ^ IQ Ac* TnoWiPn “to 'K RAN It 


s^M W- 




* r « Anoxner •aau^u^i ^ ** — * T .<*/■' f**U±>x?v ivnr . VVP-V •*■ 

••GWENDOLYN -GA® 4 **®^ .ne^TJOTHRIE, age 19., xs marr^a io/RANK • _ 

‘ •-Efuri- resides; .on • 5aA . Antonio.. Street, EL -Suso , • .Texas .. ;V i 




$•}££ 


activities 

f 

. • ,. Sr > & V - i'--.-. ■•;. • ,.- - , •> Li'-:- 13'- fc.; 

r "< : 1 t / 

mg| advised., as follovs: ; 


- - .1 

H ,. '«■«■» f > i .1>.l' ^ *, ‘ * ». 

■•?* **■•>.• .y.r 

ared in'El Baso on the night' of 'August 6 X 




ovV* appears 


••-— 


noted tfiat . -sub j ect bad changed in appearance 
up and has 'grey .hair. B 




x-jJfeiVras 




4^.v#rw.s'-fe 


I 










3 ' ' . 

4 • * 

S.* :*• 





advised that, subject was in Silver 'City, New 
"when the' movie "Salt of the. Earth" was being filmed and ->• 
was eapt^^^^out wanting "his children, BILL and CAROLYN, 
-he moviq^P^H^elleves' subject had something to do with 
the script for the movie.' "-.'" « : 


subject stated he has just 


finished a 
a now in the hands of Ms publishers. 


3 2 ^-'. 

■* 33 ?V< . 
2 i i. • 
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8iv*4v rl ' 


•>-r i* 
.. v ^ 



K *. r 
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aof*> j 
Aifri* .* .Vl : > 

V?^v; :••§- ’ 

r 4 ^^ Identi ^'-- , -4i 
of Source 
f 5 • ;. ~ — 


FD-216 


administrative page 


Date of Activity 
And/ or Description 
°D Information 


Agent to 
Date whom 

Received Furnished 


File Number 
where 
Located 
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; Office yiemo, cmdum • united states governmek 

'- to- .*• Director, FBI ( 100-29988) 



SAC, Los Angeles (100-32263) 


DATE: 12/17/54 


■n 


WQODROE WILSON^GUTHRIE 
SM - C 

00: Los Angeles 



- •"1 / 

' was ; • /?/ 

^i'bk^' " 1-^ 


Re Lbs Angeles letter to New York dated 10/8/54,, 


9 . / New York -letter to Los 7Angeles dated 10/21/54/ and Cincinnati 

q letter to Los Angeles dated 11/24/54, * * • 


The above-captioned individual is presently carried 
on the Security Index of the Los Angeles Office. 


u . -/ 

2 

3 . '■ 

' Since 6/27/54, this sub ject’sex^i^where about s 

" have been unknown. Per report of SA dated 

1 1 7 ,>/’• ' 9/14/54 at El Paso, Texas, subject visited El Paso on 8/7/54 

3 .supposedly en route to New York City. . - 


bic 



I t : v 

1 

YiWZ 

L - r ■#*■'?** 

2 r > * f* 

• y . . 

^ j 


Based upon the above ' information, this office requested 
New York on 10/8/54 to contact known- associates of the subject and 
informants who are- familiar with his past activities to ascertain 
the subject’s present whereabouts and employment. New York 1 " 

with 



4 5/ ;• • 

4 6 

4 I 

as 517 

5th Street, New York, New York, Apartment l4. The subject 
stated that he was married and that his wife was currently 
►/". livJjig^¥n New York City, where she was employed by the New York 
/ , Telephone. Company as an operator. It was the subject's intention 
’■ •• — t't - ■/ /ia n 

. -jjcStjk RECORDED - 50 :: 


REGISTERED 


W.-sr 


„«.«r fc co: New York (100-87247) (REGISTERED) 

£*% 0 DEC 29 V*r ■ 
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".pOPIES DESTROYED. 
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!()&••: Dirictor, FBI 

v i- 1 ; -•-■ - ” • * ; ’ ® -. ** T ’ 


,•; Re; WOODROE WILSON GUTHRIE , ■ waif . 
-r.;^ •. . SM - C- / • -• .. . | ' 


' 1 v ’ — • "* 

toiv isit :-his wife In New York City 

I ii-5 ■>-*-•' '• 

v 

" The Los Angeles' Office Is awaiting the results of 
7 p %;Af;.;.-/the ^investigation now being conducted by., the New; York Office,'. . 

andywill advise .the Bureau promptly upon .receipt thereof. - - •••• 
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^-.v Qffi'~ e M.emorandum • united states government 
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r£ £ f 


TO ' ; Director* FBI (100-29988) 




DATE: 1/5/55 


FEOM : g'c j New York (100-872 U7) 


V VJ ** ? 0 , 


:^^^ UBJECT: ^>ODR0E WILLSON; GUTHRIE, was;/ 1/sV _ *..0»V \ 

Angeies) • • ... / 

~ v iv 1 ' - . . ••' ' . 

jp' ^ V-> 

' Re Los Angeles let to the Bureau dated 12/17/5U* 




r aO^Kdthat WOODV^OTTrHRTE and GTmTRTR'S wi 

j2 O ^rooved^-o ut ‘sometime ‘ agc^m^was 'unabl^ to advise -where the- GUTHRIES moved. T 
; stated' 'he did not krw the name 'of 'subject’s wife but that she was em- 

; : 2 Z^^loyed as a telephone operator in NIC. ' ^ . 


If 2 3^v •. ; d^rjiJ a>c>(- ! /: t fn:< tJ 

-2 4 fc • A pretext telephone call to MARJORIE MARL^RgARRA . subject’s ey~vi i£»^Cr. ///>.< /’■'-• 
‘25.1^159-13 85th St. , . Queens, NT, revealed that GUIHRIE is an inmate of Brooklyn t” / *•" ~ ' 

2 6j^YState Hospital for the mentally ill, Brooklyn., .NY. Mrs. MARRA also, stated 
^ 7 %^ithat .GUTHRIE' had nsrried again." ' ' V' ! / ' f ' •"''••• • v: ♦ r, ■ 

2 8,^gY ' 

- Brooklyn State L| ft 

RO^ATor -the 'mentally ill , 68l Clarkson Ave., Brooklyn, NX advised on 12/30/5U m 

h 1: A? that “WOODROE W. GUTHRIE. is a patient at that' institution. . • • 

'2 2 , -A . ^ :* • * n * ‘ i * , 

'3 3%$* ' : ‘ Los Angel es will take appropriate steps to transfer the office of *• A’ 

34 p‘ origin to. NX. •■. RUC. ’ ' . .; '. v /, ■ ~~ — — 

IlfA VV’X- ; (\ r^^-fTA, ' ''■■/ O'" fV-VV 

j •• ■0.0' V- ; f '0004'. 

\ : MW" A»\C\^Aj SP'^- -A-..-. o r . -A •• ■ 1 - 
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~ o r.v r,0. v* 




mu -: 




liX/" h 

i&y ' ' ■ ■-'•■■ ■ 

v - •: , 

• -h 0 - 

I'flRO: • ... 

Los Angeles (100-32263) ' V 
h‘i> - kmkjEIC.o ^ .**&«■ ' \:npK • 


of 


Los Angeles (100-32263) ' V.’Jl , , " 

fei> -kiffijEic:^ ■**&*■ r.nv*^ ‘ *•^■^-3X30/^ 

%2 '•' '- • '. ' f : *$.;>■ " o .3 

y\~t f •• •**” :f ** v ’ >: r u .<•’ / 

t r v*_ . ... C. * - 1 r . -C ' . . .. 1 * . ’ 2 * r ■ : \ 


/<?&- 


sa JAN 7 1955 


■- .Rh*oA5vi'. ; 


. f. ;-'-f JAN -23 7955 ' 


. p* 


_£<1~ 4-^tT T-rr’ *t ^ ^ W . • ^ , 


rrAWCArtD rC"»M NO. 64 
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j§j | ^Office Memorandum • united states government 
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l ' pii & P .* '■•iT;r^^ Director ^ FBI ( 100-29988 ) 


DATE: 2 / 3/55 


SAC > New York' (IOOt 87247) 


3 $ . . . 

■Sjr vV 


-w- 

l (&f F»OM 


WOODROE'WIISOlf'GUTHRIE, "was; ' ' ' * •’ /:y^-,r- 

SEpUMTY-mTTER - C , . \ 7 //’ 

[/ ■. * Rebualrtel, 1/28/55, and New Yor k airt el . 2/5/55 

I : >/;/ captioned 

; 7 '//'• . /■' .i/vv ."■ .‘and containing instructions concerningcorrect^^^^^™ 
£ ' -4v-/^' ac ^ lpn • be -taken in "those cases where information 

' fl ornished; . by ■ •/'/> 

t?..'. l n this connection, there is being enclosed herewith 

V/xive copies for the Bureau and three copies for Miami of amended 
;;5 ,/^se-6 of the report of 3A dated September 11 • / 

> 5 ^- 1953 ^ at New York,, in the above- captioned matter * 

Appropriate changes have been made in the New York — ’’ 

r, *^fris report, and .the amended pages have been inserted 

129 ' ■ -* ' J * . .**'■' ' ‘ “ * ■ ' 


V r d ' v • * ' * 

^ ~ 'V ‘ 
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3 5 Vv *' *- J ;, ■■■-. \. ^ 

3 6 'A Ends I '5 ‘ 

^.(REGISTERED MAIL^ V ifi 

; ■ t.i - 


\# 5 


^A\V‘ V 

' - ■ 


rt '•4' .*■ ‘ 

j 9 - ; -yA 

■ • -.h a; .». 


- 403 S/%. v . ; '•,/•-• 


•* 


; '•' Miami ( 100-12183 ) ( Enc s . 3 ) 

- ... (REGISTERED MAIL) ; 

4 , . 


' - J V\J X r^v.\v^ 

.qSv.v a / 

^ V- : " ^ 



50^1 NY 100 - 94014 -Sub A 
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-> - Vl?n , 




/" . V •' .Vri > • bk / : 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


" FOJ m 2STO* 1 

9 this cas£ or:gjnateq^t tfSW\ YORK 

l o r— ——— r— 
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\¥- 


ri ■ ~ -v* 

DATE WHEN 

PORI OD FOR WHICH MADE 

| REPORT MADE BY 

IpJIGEIES ' • 5 

r 

2/9/55 

i 

2/1^,17/55 ' | 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


. f * ' i^’The Loa Angeles indices contain no information concerning 
teUTHPIE'i wife, ANNEKE. Areview of GUTHRIE'S file reflects that GUTHRIE 
has not been personally observed. /-//-■'>. O' a c. > c 5 v // 

,i. .1 Detcom and Comsab tabbing being retained inasmuch as it was £ < 

reported that GUTHRIE was closely associated with a group, of expelled 
CP members and veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, who were organized 
for sabotage. 
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Identity of 
Source 
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Summary report of 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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BJECT: | 


DIHECTOR, FBI (100-29988) 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-32263) 
(J5> 

WOODROE WILSON GUTHRIE, Was. 
SM - C 


DATE: 2/9/55 


Card U.TD. s? 
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The captioned individual has been the subject of a security investi- 
gation by this office. The New York Division has verified the perma- 

nent presence of the subject in its division as residing and working at the 
addresses listed below. The New York Division is being considered 

the new office of orif 


Residence Address: 


Businaaa-Address 


origin. 
; vpatii 

t-9 


Patient - Brooklyn State Hospital for 
Mentally 111, 68l Clarkson Avenue 



Brooklyn, New York. 





., cr ,u©> 


Check the following applicable statements: 
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A security flash notice has bem placed with the Identification Division, 
45 • The following pertinent items are being forwarded to the new office of origin 


X This individual has been the subject of a Communist Index Card. 

_X This individual is the subject of a Security Index Card. 

(The Bureau is requested to make the appropriate changes in the 

Security . Index at the Seat of Government . The New York 

Division should affix the addresses reflected above and the 
appropriate case file number.) 

This subject was tabbed for Detcom. 

This subject was tabbed for Comsab. 

This subject was carried as a Key Figure or Top Functionary. 

Handwriting specimens have been furnished to the Bureau. 

A photograph has been furnished to the Bureau. 
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Security Index Cards 

2 photographs. 

Serials (spec^^^^^^^^^ 

2 port of SA dated 9/lh/5h at El Paso, 

identification Record for WOODROW WILSON GUTHRIE under FBI #3673601 

port 3 of 2/9/5>^tr Lus'Angeio^J^^ 
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Latter to Dirac tor, FBI 
NY lqO-67247 
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-WOODY GU Ui-RIE 


Vu ^ The February, 1946 issue 
as member of Advisor, 


of "People's Sengs' 
Commit tee . 


lists 
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The subject is listed as member of Board of Directors 
of "People's Songs", in .the issues wnich appear between months 

’•arch, ,1947 • • « > • . 


r p ^vv-v of ..April,- 1946 and par 
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V Q Nc*-'*'« # ^ * 

— 7 i ^ * .. _ 





- "People's Songs" was" cited by the California 
Committee on Un-American Ac tivi ties , report of 194&, as a 
Communist front which was incorporated 1/31/46 in NYC. "All 
of the productions of 'People' f Songs ' , Inc. follow the 
Communist Party line as assiduously as do the people hehind 
the organization". ■ « 
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tne suDjei 

i'i v was closely .associated with a ' group of expeiiei Cr members and 
- Veterans of tne Abraham Lincoln Brigade w.io were meeting in 
^ j Los Angeles . The informant advised that the • group was 

organized for sabotage agai ns b the US duri ng war wi tn Russia. 
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RcsLital for 


^ the Mentally 111 , Brooklyn, New York, advised the subject is a 

*a 3. ... patient at that hospital; that he was admitted voluntarily, and, 


1 ft 

.’a/jf-j..;... therefore , can be discharged wnen he, tao subject, desires. t ’he 
: b'b.v "s ub j e c t • .1 s suffering from Huntington'. s Chorea, a chronic n^urologi- 
7 , .cal‘ condition with occasional' psychotic -ami ies ha t_ ens . I r is 

|L >, a deteriorating disease wich.no known cure and is eventual. y 
fatal, a .-victim of this disease can live from five to twenty. 

'. years and .most patients have succumbed by the tine tuey are 
fifty-five to sixty years cld.-'V " 


Recommendation 
Retain in Securi fcy ' Inde; 



i ec 


is .ort'-feur years old 


.Reportedly Ci member in Augus t, I'p'Sh; : n I960 fre- 
- s associated -with group of expelled CP -.e .oors and 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade wnc were organized for 
lubject is a patient at F-rooAxyn State 
cally 111, he can oe discharged when ne 

desires because he voluntarily entered the hospital. 
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- -.II.- Subject not- approved i'er Detcom tabbing under 

new criteria set-out in SAC letter 55-12 (a) -2/10/55. Security 
in* *S i: • Index -card:, bearing stamp •’Dotcom" in large red letcers net re- 

• t ceived from Bureau . 

‘ • ■ 

III. Retain on Detcoxr- taboing.. In 1950 the subject 
^ > ' was closely associated with a group of expelled CP me .no era and 

Veterans of -.the Abraham Lincoln Brigade organized for saootage. 
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SAC, Hew York (100-87247) 

? * ^ECORnrrj.74 .. 

Director, PB1 (100-29988)- 36 
EX-100 . 

WOODROW WILSOH GUTHRIE 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


cc-Boardman 

Belmont 

Cox 

Johnson 

r 

June 3, 1955 


Security Index card jancelk-U 


a 

y jMr, 


2 o " 'V . , ’- In i? e f ub Je' 2 t*s health status and the 

2V-',. i ac ? r v lia 5} 8 flTst hand information reflecting Communist 

22 t Party membership in the last five years, it is bflWd 

VH? t a ^ S 4 -? aE18 ^ sh0uld b ® deleted from the Security Index. 

^ e omce! 9U03ted t0 Can0el Us B#cur “y lode* 

WJ:ph 

(7) f ' - • 
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Re memo Belnont to Boardman dated June 3, 1955. WJ*nh in 
captioned matter. 7 ^» .v.'.pn, in 
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Reurlet dated May 16, 1955. 
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(5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 



SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-29988) 


SAC, New York (100-67247) 


WOODROW WILSON GUTHRIE, was 
SM - C 


DATS i 5^/55 
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NAME 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
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' \ • * • * I ' * 


• I- ALIASES 
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NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 

COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 

'TAB FOR DETC0M TAB FOR COMSA B Delat e RACE SEX_ 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 

GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER 


RESPONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED AGENCIES 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS 



NOT RECORDED i 
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Office Memorandum 


TO 

f/ 


Director, FBI (100-29988) 

* SAC, New York (100-87247) 

,i sobjbcT; WOODROW WILSON ''GUTHRIE , was 

rl* '■ sm - o 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

iS 

DATE: Vte/55 


i is: 


Re-rep of 


•'c^from Los Angeles, 2, 
* 0 2> 




2/9/5£> Los Angeles, and FD 126 


the 


U\L 


JIT, 651 Clarlcsoh Ave., 

"that the subject is^ a 

ing at that hospital/ 



^Brooklyn State Hospiti 

Brooklyn, NY, advised SA| 

>atlent i n the Male Reception 

^advised that the subject 
is suffering from Hjuntington' s Chorea, a chronic natfrologic al con- 
dition with occasional psychotic manifestations. It is a deteriorating 
disease w-ith no known cure and is eventually fatal. 


27 


is af 



^explained that the subject is not insane but 
ivere me ntal depressions which cause him to go 
on severe alcoholic binges.^HHHHH^HI^^^ advised that the 
subject will b^paralvze^even tually , but could not say when this 
“j: will happen. mmHV said that the subject's admission to 
^®Vt.he hospital wa^voluntary and, therefore, the subject can be 
•:* discharged if he so desires. 


bt 


,c'lyn State Hospital for the Mentally 111, advised that the subject 
: 5 was still a patient at that institution. 

that on 4/10/53* 

’ 8 JHmHjHj^^^^^^Brook^n State Hospital for the Mentally 111, 

- aayne^^^mm^that a patient could live from five. 
T 0 ^* 0 ' twenty years with Huntington's Chorea and that most patients 
have succumbed by the time they are fifty -five to sixty years old. 
•*2 At the time clinical records indicated that the subject's case was 
■*•3 ’fairly well advanced. + 

,; .v- h' 

tS;/ a separate raanorandum is being submitted to the Bureau 

^ reccmmending that the subject be retained on the Security Index 
afc'of- the NYO with Detcom tabbing. FD 122 is being submitted to 
^8. delete Comsab tabbing. 

’..IQ .* .. 

• Inasmuch as there is no J investigation 

^case is being closed. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 



Director, FBI (100-29966) DATB: 

Att: Identification Division 

* • 

SAC, New York (100-8?247) 

O ^ 


^6/13/55 
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WOODROW WILSON GUTHRIE, was 
SM-G 
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The Security Index card on the above subject has 
been cancelled *1 Security Index Review Program. 

* It Is requested that the Security Flash Notice 
posted be removed* 
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O ffice Memorandum 


9 TO i 

Mr 

O r~l 

, 2 ntOM * 

13 

Mr 

14 



■-, c iUBJECT : 

1L6 


Mr* L. V, Boardman 


Mr, A. H. Belmon 


SECURITY MATTER - C 
BUFILE 100-299880- 



ED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Toltoo . 


. ; date. June 3, 19J5 “ — 

' ’ ,v : ; 


-. fC?- 


BcUc-.r 

lUrL . 


. o*; n 



Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo 


Tintcrrowd 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 


Re attachea New York letter 5-18-55 containing 
recommendation that subjects name be retained in Security Index. 


^ ACTIVITIES IN LAST FIVE YEARS : 
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STATUS OF HEALTH : 

ooklyn, State Hospital 

for the Mentally 111. Brooklyn, New York, advised subject is 
patient at that hospital; he was admitted voluntarily, and, there 
fore, can be discharged when he, the subject, desires. Subject 
is suffering from Huntington’s Chorea, a chronic neurological 
condition with occasional psychotic manifestations. It is a 
deteriorating disease with no known cure and is eventually fatal, 
jjA victim of this disease can live from five to twenty years and 
toiost patients have succumbed by the time they are fifty-five to 
sixty years old. Subject is forty-four^ years old. 
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Memo Belmont to Board ro a n 
Dated June 3, 1955 
(Continued) 

RECOMMENDATION: 


In view of subject* s health status and the lack 
of reliable firsthand information reflecting CP membership 
in the last five years, it is recommended subjects SI 
card be cancelled. If you agree, there is attached a letter 
to the New York Office. 
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Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison 

■< 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


for such consideration as the communication 
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herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 


inclosure .. 


By direction of 


Mark O. Hatfield 


u. s. s. 
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September 7, 1967 


The Honorable Hark Hatfield 
The United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Hatfield; 

As a result of Secretary Udall's naming a Bonneville 
Power sub-station after_Woody^ Guthrie, a folk singer who has 
‘written for The Daily Worker ^anef The” People's World, and who 
ie of was alleged to be or to have been a member of the Com- 
munist PartyV a local controversy has arisen. 

I have a 1948 report of the Joint Committee of the 
California State Legislature on un-American activities, which 
states that Guthrie was a communist. -A similar report comes 
from the American Intelligence Service, of Spokane, Washington 

Local admirers of Woody Guthrie resent and deny the 
communist tag line unless it is approved by the F. B. I. 

Can you through your connections do two things: 


1. Ascertain if Guthrie 


was a communrst. 


If he was, can you take some action to get 
the name ’Voody Guthrle M eliminated as a 
name for a Federally -owned power station. 

Respectfull 
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honorable Mark O. Hatfield 
tfntied States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 - 


September 18, 1067 
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m INFORMATION CON I A1NE0 


Washington, D. C. 20510- Ail iNHJK?*rt 5 i'.’ix w” « 1 v * s vw ' 

. ■ ' h rT ; ^M9"" ■' 

f y daar Senator: Wt&MJf* 

^ On September 15th I received yo ur communication 

;together with a copy of the letter sent to you by 






Although I would like to be of assistance to your 
constituent, information in our files must be maintained as con- 
fidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. I regret I am unable to be of assistance to him in this 
matter. 
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As you requested, your enclosure is being returned. 


Sincerely yours. 


SEP i 8 1967 


COMM-FBI 


E(J gar Hosvsi 


/ frw^ 
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/ Enclosure ^ ^ 

• NOTE: ^Senator Hatfield is on the Special Correspondents List. 

,'/• sent a letter on 5-15-66 in re^ly to his inquiry if the flouridation of water was 
■ a communist inspired pro graph/. Eufiles contain no record identifiable with 
.-■ / American Intelligence of Spokane; Washington. Woodrow Outhrie w>as on the 
Security index of the New York Office and was the subject of Security /Scatter - 
"/..v C Investigation which waXdis continued due to his hospitalization for an incur- 
. / able disease and the absence of first-hand reliable information as to his 

Communist Harty Activities. He was listed on pages 342 and 343 of the' 1948 
/^report of "Un-American Activities in California" a document prepared by the 
joint fact. finding committee to the 1948 California Legislature.,.. - .///tj 
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